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Research, Accountability, and Assessment

Elements of a Research Proposal

Complete information concerning the proposal research activity must be provide, so that district personnel can make informed judgments about it.  Elements outlined below are typically included in narrative presentation of the proposal.  This is a general outline; any particular research proposal might not include all items.  However, the proposal must be presented with such coherence and contain whatever elements are essential to describe a scholarly investigation of an educational matter.  School district reviews will consider the written presentation of the proposals as a sample of the quality to be expected in the final report of the study.

The elements required include the following:

1. Title of the study

2. Statement of the educational problem and its theoretical base.

3. Review of the related literature or analysis of previous research that is important to the proposed study.

4. Significance of the problem and the study to the educational services provided or to the El Paso Independent School District students or to other aspects of the district’s operations.

5. Objectives of the study, hypotheses to be tested, or research questions to be investigated.

6. Assumptions and limitations.

7. Definitions of important terms.

8. Procedures of the project:

a. Starting date, duration, and expected date of final report.

b. Student population, number of characteristics (e.g. grades, gender).

c. School(s) and classes – or departments – in which data are to be collected.

d. Methods and criteria for study sample selection.

e. Time required of the students, teachers, and others for

i. Treatment or instructional procedures, if applicable, and/or

ii. Data collection

f. Designation and definition of variables, as appropriate.

g. Date to be collected, data collection plan and schedules.

h. Instruments to be used. Include a near-final copy of each, including an interview protocol if interviews are to be used.

i. Means by which principals and teachers will be informed of the research subject and their willingness to host/participate in the study will be sought.  If by letter, submit a draft.

j. Means by which parents will be informed or research project, or parental written permission, if required, will be sought for students’ participation in the study.  If by letter, submit a draft which the principal or other district manager could use.

k. The letter to parents must come from one of these officials, not the researcher.

l. General procedure (what will be done by the investigator, teacher, pupil, others.)

9. Research design

10. Method of data analysis, statistical treatment to be given, decision, criteria.

11. Disposition to be made of research results.

Note: Proposals should not exceed ten pages in length.
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